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1. Research Outline
In general, graduate education programs are classified into Graduate Schools, 
Professional Graduate Schools, and Special Graduate Schools. In Special 
Graduate Schools, the aim of education is to provide continuing education to 
adults and employees who are striving to develop their professional skills and 
are seeking to gain a Master's Degree. While the number of special graduate 
schools has increased tremendously, the education program of special graduate 
schools has been criticized for inefficiency and a lack of systematic 
administration. 
This study is conducted with the aim of activating the work-to-school 
function of special graduate schools by eliciting improvement measures by 
investigating the situations of special graduate schools in order to identify their 
problems. The research methods employed include a survey of domestic and 
oversea literature, the collection of statistical data, attendance of council 
meetings, and in-depth interviews with professors, administrators, students, and 
graduates of special graduate schools. 
2. Case Studies of Foreign Countries
The educational system in the USA is rather similar to that of Korea; and 
similarly, the education system in Australia is well-established in terms of 
lifelong learning. The demand for graduate education has been increasing 
recently in both of these foreign countries, which is also the situation in Korea. 
The lessons that can be taken from our foreign case studies are as follows. 
First, the graduate schools are operated after being certified by authorities, 
providing quality control of education services. Second, the graduate schools 
have the autonomy to establish development goals, to decide on their own 
management, and to secure financial resources and expenditures. Third, by 
operating adult learning programs graduate schools provide various programs 
and courses to fit the situation of each individual. 
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3. Interview Results 
The situation of special graduate schools is analyzed within the frame of 
CIPP. With the advent of the knowledge-based society, the rapid development 
of science and technology, an emphasis in society on academic success, and the 
national pursuit of high academic achievement, the demand for a graduate 
school education has been increased. The education of special graduate schools 
has been established with simple regulations on the one hand, and carried out 
without a quality control system on the other hand. In this context, the special 
graduate schools have been unable to realize their aims. 
4. Measures to Improve Special Graduate School Education
First, the special graduate schools should be developed into adult learning 
graduate schools. Specifically, their aims and functions should be redefined to 
target higher lifelong vocational education and work-to-school. Once this is 
achieved, the schools can provide not only degree programs but also 
certification programs, with various lengths of courses and terms. Students can 
participate in graduate courses on a part-time or a full-time basis. 
Second, the funding system and administrative support are to be enforced. 
The master plan for the comprehensive development of special graduate schools 
should be established. Government funding should be based on the standard 
educational expenses. The self-support system can help education to flourish 
with the autonomy of the graduate school. 
Third, the advancement of lifelong learning programs should be pursued, 
focusing on the development of a field-oriented curriculum. In particular, the 
linkage between education and industries should be strengthened, and 
cooperation should be promoted in the area of the exchange of human and 
material resources between academia and industry. 
Fourth, the infrastructure of the work-to-school system should be established 
in order to arrange a learning environment that is suitable for adult learners. 
Government funding may ease the economic difficulty of students, through 
scholarships and the employment insurance system. The quality and quantity of 
administrative services for evening school students should be improved by 
increasing the number of administrators.
